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Club Motto: “Research, Hunt, Find, and Recover, but Leave it Better  for Another.” 
�
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Editor’s Scratchpad  
We had a great Christmas party on December 13th -- Good food, good friends, and lots of prizes! Thanks to Marty and 
Cherie for a wonderful time! 
As usual, our members who attended the Christmas party did a GREAT job of donating to the Eagles Club Food Shelf. I 
can’t give you an exact accounting, but it was a lot. Thanks to all who attended and donated! 
2006 Club membership fees are due for all members. Treasurer Jeff Kehl will be accepting your check or cash at the 
meeting. The annual dues are $25 for families and $20 for individual members.  
November 15th GSTH Secretary’s Report 
At 7:30 P.M. newly elected President Martin  Reynolds called meeting to order. There were 24 members present and 2 
guests. Martin also introduced all the new officers. All officers were present. 

 
There was one correction to last month's Secretary's report. Mike Ellison is the third mystery member of the "Treasure 
Hunter/Treasure Find of the Year" committee. There were no corrections to the previous month's Treasurer’s report as 
printed in the newsletter. Deane Olson read off the November Treasurer’s Report. 

 
New business: A motion was passed to give $125.00 for this year's Christmas party. 

 
Old business: Mike Wolf updated the club on the Treasure Hunter/Treasure Find of the Year. Martin took a head count for 
the Christmas party which on Dec. 13 at the Eagle's Club. 

 
Sky Divya gave a talk about his recent trip to England in October. He also brought several nice displays of coins, relics, 
buttons, etc. for members to view. Sky also talked about tips when detecting in England. Sky mentioned several do's and 
don'ts, what machines tend to work better in the conditions there, and laws that are to be abided by. He mentioned that he 
found a Viking coin, which we would like to see in the future. 

 
Martin called for break at 7:50. At 8:15 the meeting resumed and Vice-President Frank Grund conducted the Bring & 
Brag. (The categories winners are listed in the 2005 monthly Bring and Brag Winners on the next page.) 
 
The club raffles for Jackpot and coin were held. 
The meeting adjourned at 8:45 P.M. 
Dwayne Hatzenbeller, GSTH Secretary. 
Treasure Hunter of the Year 
Every year at the November meeting, a committee of 3 members will be selected/volunteer to be on the “Treasure Hunter 
of the Year” nominating committee. If there are not enough volunteers, the positions will be filled starting with the 
President, then the Vice President, and if necessary, the Secretary. The committee will review the club records and select 
3 candidates, based on any of the following criteria, and in no special order: 

1. Number of times the candidate has participated in the Bring and Brag 
2. Quality of finds entered into the Bring and Brag 
3. Services to the Club. 
4. How well does the individual represent the hobby. 
5. Club participation and attendance. 

 
In addition, members may submit nominations to the committee for the panel to review. A written statement of why they 
feel their nominee should be Treasure Hunter of the Year. 
Voting shall be held approximately during the early spring months. Voting shall consist of club members submitting a 
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completed ballot. In the event of a tie, the three committee members shall re-cast their votes to break the tie. 
 
Nominees for Treasure Hunter of the Year from the Nominating Committee are: 
 
Jean Bickett - Jean has near perfect attendance, and is always willing to lend a hand. She often is the leader of discussion 
and ideas at meetings. In both the 2004 & 2005 she donated time & coins for the kids hunt at our annual hunt. In both 
2004 & 2005 she has served on the treasure hunter of the year committee, and dug into her own pocket to help with the 
prizes. She regularly participates in the bring and brag and in 2005 has won most coins four times, most unusual once, 
best non-gold twice and best gold twice. 
 
Donn Fuller - Donn has served as co-president for the last 2 years from 2004 - 2005. He has co-chaired the annual Mini-
hunt for the last 3 years from 2003 – 2005 and has again volunteered to do it for the 2006 mini-hunt. Donn regularly 
attends membership meetings. Donn is a great ambassador of the hobby in the field and has referred many a treasure 
hunter to our meetings. He regularly participates in the bring and brag and in 2005 has won best non-gold once, best gold 
three times and the out state category once. 
 
Jeff Kehl - Jeff was our 2005 Hunt master for our annual hunt. He regularly attends membership meetings and 
participates in discussion. He is a great ambassador of our hobby, participating in organized hunts as well as other metal 
detecting clubs. He is the current 2006 treasurer. Jeff is always willing to help out and has done so in the past, most 
notably chairing the 2003 Christmas party. Jeff won best coin category once in 2005. 
 
Treasure Hunter of the year committee is chaired by Mike Wolf, Jean Bickett and Mike Ellison. 
 
Treasure Find of the Year 
The treasure find of the year shall be determined in each of the following categories: 
 
Best Coin Best Non-Gold Jewelry Best Gold 
Relic (Most Unusual) Most Coins Out of 5-State Area  Finds 
 
All winning items from the previous year’s Bring and Brag shall be eligible to be entered. A winner in each category shall 
be voted on as with normal club voting procedures. Each of the winning items from each category shall then compete 
against each other for the over-all treasure find of the year. 
 

2005 Monthly Bring and Brag Winners 
February 2005 
MOST COINS – 185, by Jean Bickett 
MOST UNUSUAL – “Lizard” Pop Top, by Jean Bickett 
GOLD – 14K Religious Medal, by Jean Bickett 
NON-GOLD – Ring with Stars, by Jean Bickett 
BEST COIN – 1886 Liberty Nickel, by Bruce Langbein 

July 2005  
MOST COINS – 222 ($19.57), by Howard Kloskin 
MOST UNUSUAL – 1930’s Cast Toy Boat, by (unidentified) 
GOLD – 24K Necklace by Donn Fuller 
NON-GOLD – Silver Ring on Silver Necklace, by Mike Wolf 
BEST COIN – 1889-O Morgan Dollar, by Bruce Langbein 

March 2005  
MOST COINS – No Count, by Fred Thompson 
MOST UNUSUAL – No Entries 
GOLD – No Entries 
NON-GOLD – No Entries 
BEST COIN –1900 Barber Quarter, by Mike James 

August  2005  
MOST COINS – 143 ($6.70), by Greg Classen 
MOST UNUSUAL – Arrowhead Fob, by Cliff Thompson 
GOLD – 14K 24-inch, White Gold Necklace, by Vince Shane 
NON-GOLD – Silver Sailor’s Crucifix & Silver Chain, by Sky Divya 
BEST COIN – 1896 Indian Head Cent, by Cliff Thompson 

April 2005  
MOST COINS – 739 ($43.32) by Jean Bickett 
MOST UNUSUAL – 1886 Dog Tax Tag, by Mike James 
GOLD – 14K Ring w/8 diamonds, by Jean Bickett 
NON-GOLD – Silver Angel Locket, by Deb Salmon 
BEST COIN –1852 Silver 3-cent coin, by Jeff Kehl 
OUTSIDE 5 STATE – Class ring found in Florida by Donn Fuller 

September 2005  
MOST COINS – 235 ($12.00), by Gary Classen 
MOST UNUSUAL – Boy Scout “Good Deeds” medallion, by Fred 
Thompson, Jr. 
GOLD – 1928 U.S. Cavalry Ring, by Donn Fuller 
NON-GOLD – U.S. Marine Service Ring, by Donn Fuller 
BEST COIN –1876-S Seated Liberty Dime, by Mike Wolf 

May 2005  
MOST COINS – 195 ($4.72), by Howard Kloskin 
MOST UNUSUAL – Great Northern Railway Train Salesman Hat 
Badge, by Bruce Langbein 
GOLD – 1953 Class Ring, by Mike Wolf 
NON-GOLD – Silver Crucifix Necklace, by Jean Bickett 

October  2005  
MOST COINS – 803 ($51.97), by Jean Bickett 
MOST UNUSUAL – Jo Daviess Penny Token, by Fred Thompson, Jr. 
GOLD – 18K Ring w/Emeralds & Diamonds, by Mike Harris 
NON-GOLD – Silver Cub Scout Ring, by Howard Kloskin 
BEST COIN – 1987 Silver Eagle Dollar, by Howard Kloskin 
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BEST COIN – 1873 Seated Liberty Quarter (with Arrows), by Bruce 
Langbein 
OUTSIDE 5 STATE – Copper culture nuggets and tools found in 
Michigan by Sky Divya 
June  2005  
MOST COINS – 1168 ($66.95), by Jean Bickett 
MOST UNUSUAL – 1886 St. Paul Winter Carnival Token, by Sky 
Divya 
GOLD – 18K (actually 22K) necklace, by Mike James 
NON-GOLD – Silver Ring with Gemstones, by Mike Wolf 
BEST COIN – 1867 2-Cent Piece, by Jim Wedo 

November 2005  
MOST COINS – 600 ($28.24), by Fred Thompson, Jr. 
MOST UNUSUAL – Good for 5 cent Token at the Wonder Bar, by Cliff 
Thompson 
GOLD – 14K Man’s Wedding Band, by Donn Fuller 
NON-GOLD – Silver ring, by Fred Thompson, Jr. 
BEST COIN –1824 Large Cent, by Cliff Thompson 

 
We will be going over the 2005 GSTH member goals list at the February meeting. We will read off the goals chosen from 
the past year and ask each respective member if it were achieved. We will pass a new list for 2006 around to sign for this 
upcoming detecting season. 
Just so we have something interesting to look at, members are invited to bring their favorite find from 2005 to the 
meeting. There will be a Bring and Brag table for items found, if any, between the November meeting and the February 
meeting. 
Note: The Bring and Brag is for GSTH members only.  Finds must have been found with a metal detector since previous 
meeting.  No items found on favor. Photos cannot substitute for finds.   
The Annual GSTH Hunt is scheduled for July 15th and 16th.  The registration form will be included in the March 
newsletter. See Huntmasters Frank Baloun or Ken Kutzler if you feel the need to register earlier. 

 
CONSTITUTION & BY-LAWS OF GOPHER  STATE TREASURE  HUNTERS 

 
ARTICLE I  NAME OF ORGANIZATION 
 The name of the Club will be Gopher State Treasure Hunters. 
 
ARTICLE II  MEMBERSHIP 

Membership applications will be accepted from any person interested in treasure hunting, providing they will 
abide by the code of ethics adopted by the executive committee. 
 

ARTICLE III PURPOSE 
The purpose of this organization will be to further the enjoyment of using metal detectors and the collecting of 
relics, old bottles, old coins, Indian relics, and other items of yesteryear; to promote the exchange of information; 
to provide recreational activity and companionship for its members; and to halt the present trend toward adverse 
or restricting legislation affecting the use of metal detectors. 
 

ARTICLE IV OFFICERS 
The officers of this organization will be: President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer until the club has 
grown so as to warrant other officers. 
 

ARTICLE V  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
The above-named officers shall comprise the executive committee. This committee shall direct and control the 
operation and activities of this club. 
 

ARTICLE VI  NOMINATING COMMITTEE, ELECTION AND TERM S OF OFFICERS  
A.  The nominating committee shall be two (2) members who volunteer or are selected at the July meeting. A 

proposed slate of officers will be published in the September newsletter and presented at the meeting. 
B.  Election will be held in September. The new officers will take office in October. If there is just one 

nominee for an office, an election by hand vote may be held. If there are two or more nominees for an 
office, election will be by closed ballot. The entire adult membership attending the meeting on election 
night shall vote. More than one member of a family may run for office. 

C.  Officers will serve for a period of twelve (12) months and until their successors have been installed. 
 
ARTICLE VII DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

The President - shall preside over all meetings of the club and the executive committee; approve checks made out 
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by the treasurer, approve and sign other papers requiring a signature. 
 
The Vice-President - will take over the operation of the club in the absence of the president. He/she will arrange 
the programs for the monthly meetings as required. 
 
The Secretary - shall maintain a complete record of the activities of the club and shall carry on all 
communications for the club. He/she shall maintain a membership roster. 
 
The Treasurer - will handle all financial matters of the club. He/she will keep appropriate records of all funds and 
expenditures. He/she will keep a bank account in the name of the club, checks on which may be drawn on over 
his/her signature or that of the president. He/she shall make monthly reports to the club, 
 

ARTICLE VIII STANDING COMMITTEES 
 Standing committees will be appointed by the president to run the activities of the club. 
 
ARTICLE IX AMENDMENTS 

This constitution may be amended as follows: An amendment may be presented by any club member at any 
regular meeting, provided that he/she has notified the president of the intention at least thirty (30) days in advance 
of the meeting. The amendment must be prepared in writing. The secretary will then prepare copies of the 
proposed amendment for distribution at the next meeting. A vote of two-thirds of the members present and voting 
will be required for adoption. By-laws may be proposed in the same manner as above; a two-thirds vote will also 
be required for passage. 

 
TO TELL OR NOT TO TELL 

  It happens at every treasure hunting meeting across the country. A beautiful gold ring, a slightly worn seated coin, or 
maybe a button from wars past, but whatever the wonderful find is on the table for show, brings to mind the obvious 
question: Where did you find it? 
   
  Being a member of many clubs, I hear it at all meetings. Where did you find it? Inquiring minds want to know. The road 
to metal detecting glory isn’t always easy. Those that prosper yearly have one big secret….research. The treasure hunter 
pours over books and maps locating a lost battle site, an old homestead, or an early 1900’s swimming hole. Their hunting 
trips may or may not produce excellent items every time, but chances are they will. Those envious treasure hunters that 
come to the meetings with far less granger finds may question their own abilities of hunting, machines, or research.  
   
  They ask, "How can I find coins like that?” "Yeah, I could research, but that takes time. Maybe Joe treasure hunter will 
tell me where he found all that silver."  
   
  Which brings us to the big question. To tell or not to tell. Many hunters are not apt to divulge their treasure site to 
anyone. Having done their homework, why should they share with other hunters? Well I’ve seen both sides of that 
question. Some hunt fields are so large that one person couldn’t hunt the whole site, so as a club outing his fellow club 
members are invited to partake in the possibility of finding old relics and other goodies. While other sites may be smaller 
and allow the hunter only a few days to cover the fields and gather most of the coins and artifacts that the site may 
produce. But we all know that no site is ever hunted out.  
  So whose treasure site is it? Of course if it’s private property, the landowner who has given permission to hunt owns the 
land. But when the public site starts yielding old coins, the researcher who spent hours looking for this place may lay 
claim to the newly discovered site, but he doesn’t "own" or "have rights" to this site. Others may venture upon this hunt 
site also, but chances are it would be accidental. Which brings us back to the question at hand. Joe treasure hunter has 
found many great finds and has graciously told those in attendance where he has found them. His generous gift of location 
hasn’t fallen on deaf ears. Within days some of those hunters from the meeting can be found in the exact location of Joe’s 
incredible finds. Does this seem right? Some will say no while others say yes. This could be compared to the claim 
jumpers of years past.  
  Those that say, no it’s not right, will undoubtedly say that Joe did the research and therefore should be entitled to hunt 
this site. True! However…. 
  Those that say yes will argue that it is in fact public property and anyone can hunt there. True! Joe did in fact tell where 
the site was thus giving up his secret to others. Fair game you say. This is also true. But what about common courtesy. Joe 
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did find the spot and was nice enough to share his secret. So instead of going behind Joes back and "jumping his claim" 
just ask for permission to hunt there also. Or maybe a partnered invitation with Joe would be better suited. A club hunt at 
this site might also work to everyone’s benefit. 
  Bountiful hunt sites are hard to come by, but good hunt companions are even harder to find. Trust is the name of the 
game here. Some of those inquisitive club members are just that. We are happy for the hunter and his find and are curious 
as to where the item was found. We have no intention to go looking for the hunt site. But then again who can Joe trust to 
tell or not.  
  Jeff Kehl 
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President: Martin Reynolds 
Vice President: Frank Grund 
Secretary: Dwayne Hatzenbeller 
Treasurer: Jeff Kehl 
Newsletter: Mike James 
2006 Hunt 
Master: 

Frank Baloun. and Ken Kutzler 

 

 
 

GSTH Membership Terms 
The annual dues for the GSTH are $25.00 
for a family membership; $20.00 for single 
members. GSTH memberships are effective 
for the calendar year. New members are pro-
rated to fit.  
 
Monthly meetings are held on the third 
Tuesday of each month. The GSTH holds no 
regular meetings in July or December. The 
GSTH has no January meeting. The 
newsletter is printed monthly except for 
January and July. 
 
 
 
 


